
what is wrong in your life and finding new direction. Hear God speaking to 

you, as to Jesus, saying, “You are my beloved child.” 

Statues of Our Lady: Reflect on Mary's lifelong commitment to God. Pray 

for inspiration from Our Lady and for your own commitment to be 

strengthened.   

Peter (window and mural): Reflect on Peter’s courage and fallibility in 

walking on water and then sinking. Pray that you might be used by God, 

as Peter was, despite your own fallibilities. 

Stations of the Cross: Reflect on the many ways in which people suffer 

throughout the world. Pray for people, countries and situations of which 

you know where people are suffering today.  

Crucifixion: Reflect on Christ’s sacrifice of his life for you. Pray that you 

may know Christ through participation in his sufferings, becoming like 

him in his death. 

Resurrection window: Reflect on the transformation that Jesus’ 

resurrection brought to the disciples. Pray for resurrection in any 

circumstances where things seem to have come to a dead end.  

Devil's claw: Reflect on the ways in which evil manifests itself today. Pray 

that goodness may always be stronger than evil and love than hate. 

Gabriel window: Reflect on the meaning of Gabriel’s name – “strength of 

God.” Ask that you might be strengthened by God and God’s angels in 

whatever challenges you currently face.  

Prioress’s tomb: Reflect on the Runwell Cross, formed by four circles in a 

square; the instrument of our redemption set within a sign of the 

perfection of God. Pray that you might know God more fully in his divinity 

and his humanity. 

St Mary’s Runwell: 
A reflective tour of its art and architecture 

 



St Mary's is a magnificent mediaeval building which boasts an interesting 

and mixed history. The church is often described by both visitors and 

regular worshippers as a powerful sacred space to which they have been 

drawn. This powerful impact comes in part from the art and architecture 

in the space. This leaflet provides information about that aspect of the 

building and suggests reflections and prayers as you view the building and 

its artworks   

Art and architecture 

The modern rood screen in the perpendicular style is by W.F. Unsworth 

(1909). The figure of Our Lord on the cross is suspended from a tie beam, 

west of the rood screen, is in memory of Paymaster Lieutenant John 

Rochester Graves, RNVR, who died in HMS Hood in 1941. The colouring of 

the screen at St Mary's and the murals the one pillar in the south aisle 

dates from the 1930s-1950s and was undertaken, by his sons, under the 

guidance of then Rector, Revd John Edward Bazille-Corbin to 'reproduce 

as closely as possible' the decoration of the medieval church.  

The painting of St Peter and the crucifix below it were by Anthony Corbin 

and are 'restorations of medieval work which had been well and truly 

scraped out, but the traces of which could, at that date, still be faintly 

seen.' Two modern olive wood statues depict Our Lady and Our Lord, the 

latter given as a thank-offering for the remarkable survival and recovery 

of a son of Bazille-Corbin, from injuries received during service in the 

1939-45 war. The statue of Our Lady was carved by a Carmelite Sister 

who had carved a similar statue for the Shrine Church in Walsingham. 

The chancel is entirely perpendicular in style. The original fifteenth 

century East window with three trefoiled lights in four centred heads with 

a moulded hood, was reset in the east wall when the chancel was 

lengthened in 1907. A slim one-light cinque-foiled east window high over 

the chapel altar contains the only surviving fragments of medieval stained 

glass. The rest of the stained glass is modern and is entirely taken up with 

memorials to various members of the Kemble family with the exceptions 

of the east window of the chancel and the west window in the tower. This 

is in memory of the mother of the Rev. H.K. Harris, Rector 1891-1912. The 

figure of Gabriel, the Archangel, is in the west window. 

A large painting of 'The Baptism of Our Lord' by Enid Chadwick of 

Walsingham was gifted to the church by Fr David John Silk Lloyd. Local 

woodworker David Garrard has crafted Stations of the Cross using the 

motif of the Runwell Cross (found originally on the Prioresses Tomb) 

which have been placed around the church. Garrard also built an altar for 

the side chapel together with an inscribed cross on the side chapel wall.  

The south door ‘unusually wide and large’ has an original, fifteenth 

century oak door with original hinges and strapwork. The timber has a 

curious burn-like mark said to be the mark of the ‘Devil’s claw’. An 

interesting feature is the medieval scratched sundial on the west jamb of 

the doorway. The south chapel contains two original piscine and a squint. 

Reflective tour 

Inscribed cross: Reflect on your start in life, your own personal mortality, 

and the ways God has been present with you on your journey through life 

and will be with you into eternity. 

Annunciation windows: Reflect on the possibilities that always exist for 

new beginnings and fresh opportunities in life. Pray that God will break 

into your life or those of others just as Gabriel suddenly appeared to 

Mary. 

Nativity window: Reflect on Jesus moving into our neighbourhood. Pray 

for your neighbourhood that Christ may be recognised there. 

‘The Baptism of Our Lord’: Reflect on your need for turning away from 


